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NCAA cancels men’s and women’s college basketball championships 


in response to virus outbreak 
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC 


First Mecklenburg, Cabarrus 
cases of coronavirus confirmed 


Cooper 
advises 
against 
crowds 
over 100 


Cou 


BY LUCILLE SHERMAN AND 
MARTHA QUILLIN 
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Gov. Roy Cooper is 
advising against gather- 
ings of more than 100 
people in North Carolina, 
as the state sees more 
cases of 
coronavirus. 
Such gather- 
ings include 
confer- 
ences, as- 
semblies, 
sporting 
events, 
concerts 
and worship services, he 
said. 

Cooper also recom- 
mended that employers 
allow people to work from 
home. 

The measures, effective 


Roy Cooper 


DAVID T. FOSTER III dtfoster@charlotteobserver.com 


Mecklenburg County Health Director Gibbie Harris announces two presumptive positive coronavirus cases tested in Mecklenburg County 
during a news conference Thursday on preparedness and response efforts at the Charlotte Police and Fire Training Academy. 


Friday, are voluntary. But 
Cooper said if officials see 
people aren’t abiding by 
the guidance, they have 
the ability to change it to 
an order. 

“We urge everyone to 
comply with these steps to 
protect the public health 
above all else,” Cooper 
said at a news conference 
Thursday afternoon. 

“Although North Car- 
olina has not seen as much 
widespread infection as 
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The first two cases of people 
testing presumptive positive for 
COVID-19, the disease caused 
by the new coronavirus, have 
been reported in Mecklenburg 
County, officials said Thursday. 
And a third Charlotte-area case 
was reported late Thursday 
afternoon in Cabarrus County. 

Statewide, Gov. Roy Cooper 
and N.C. health officials say 
large gatherings of 100 or more 


MECKLENBURG COUNTY SAID ONE PERSON'S 
CASE MAY BE RELATED TO OUT-OF-COUNTRY 
TRAVEL, THE OTHER TO OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL. 


people should be canceled or 
postponed to reduce health 
risks. 

Mecklenburg County has 
recommended that older adult, 
long-term care facilities restrict 
visitors. The county is also rec- 
ommending that people over 65 
avoid any type of mass gather- 
ing — that includes church serv- 
ices, said public health director 


Gibbie Harris. 

One of the people who tested 
positive in Mecklenburg County 
is a county resident, according 
to a county statement. The other 
is not, but may live in a nearby 
county, Harris said. 

Both Mecklenburg cases are 
isolated incidents, the county 
said in its statement. And both 
people are self-isolating at 


home, Harris said. Harris said 
the county got the test results at 
about 11:30 pm Wednesday. 

Mecklenburg County said one 
person’s case may be related to 
out-of-country travel and the 
other to out-of-state travel. It 
was not immediately clear if 
either traveled through Char- 
lotte Douglas International 
Airport, Harris said. 


CABARRUS COUNTY CASE 
The Cabarrus County case 
was identified as presumptive 
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TAKING CARE DURING THE 
CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


For up-to-date news and cancellations, visit 
charlotteobserver.com. For information on what 
you need to know to take care of yourself and 
others during this pandemic, including what it’s 
like to have coronavirus and what you need if you 
are quarantined, go to the Coronavirus section of 
your eEdition, available behind the local sections, 
at charlotteobserver.com/eedition. 


Wall Street has worst day since 
1987 as pandemic fears spread 


election. 

The S&P 500 plummeted 9.5%, fora 
total drop of 26.7% from its all-time 
high, set just last month. That puts it 
way past the 20% threshold to make 
this a bear market, snapping an unprec- 
edented, nearly 11-year bull-market 
run. The Dow Jones Industrial Average 
sank 10% for its worst day since a near- 


BY STAN CHOE 
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Associated Press 


NEW YORK 
The escalating coronavirus emergen- 
cy Thursday sent stocks to their worst 
losses since the Black Monday crash of 
1987, extending a sell-off that has now 
wiped out most of Wall Street’s big 
run-up since President Donald Trump’s 
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Come See The Bailey's Glen 
Difference 


What do you get when you combine custom homes, 
desirable amenities, and a list of attractive activities? 
Come see for yourself, at Bailey’s Glen - 
the Carolinas’ premier active adult community! 


704-896-7016 
14008 Cameryn Elise Drive, Cornelius, NC 28031 


WWW.BAILEYSGLEN.COM 


CALL OR STOP BY 
TODAY! 
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